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WASHINGTON— Do woge-eamers
bencfit from a big export trade? What
Becomes of the fruits of industry
above what wapes will buy baeki
Theae and other pertinent questions
£i1l the minds of honest nconnmists a8
they view the industrial and financial
wreskage cansed by war.

At prosent every day’s news is filled
with facts which contradiet the oil
“Jpwe of sound business,”’ At Wash-
Ington noholv ean be found who any
Jonger attempts to explain the contri
distions. There is only bewilderment,
and hope that the world may some:
how mmddle: through its welter of
high priees, debht, tuxation, falling ey
change and worthless paper money,

Hefore  looking abroad there is .
eondition at home worth mentioning

¥or a yoar post business men and|<

politisians have heen Lelling the work.
ing may that he must produce moro.
Figures were used to show that the
demand for shorter hours could not
be granted withont slowing up pro:
dustion and further increasing prices
en greount of the shorter supply of
_sommodities; All polite people grasped
at that doetrine as an easy explana-
tion of the high prices mystery.

Within the past fortnight, however,
the drop in foreign exchange has
brought an implied - denial of the
ubove argument. Hopeful leaders,
from cabinet members down, are say-
ing that prices will soon come down
bocause vast stores of food, clathing
and the like, which Europe can no
longer buy, will be dumped on tha
home market at almost any hour,

This is taken a8 -a confession that
Amerieans” have heen paying terribly
high prices because’ the export gam-
bler was taking food out of their
months and elothing off the hacks
and holding thosé necessities in stor-
age to sell abroad for more than the
people at home could pay.. It indi-
eatos that with all the shortening of
working hours in Ameriea, our farms
and factories have still turned out a
wast

And hopefull politicians declare high
prices will end as soon as the American
people aro allowed to have a bigger
share of their own excesa products!

Crossing to France, we hear Minster
of Commerce Isase waying: ‘‘The only
way to re-establish our credit is to
imerease our .export trade. We must
not allow the foreign market to be
taken by others. Manufacturers must
resexve & large part of their output
for export,’’

Buot to that good old gospel — #0
familiar to Ame icans — another con-
sorvative French faction replies: ‘*If
we export more we will be shorter of
supplies at homs. We vannot be saved
unless wo produece more for ourselves
and stop exporting so much,’’

Argunients, like the above are going
en all over Europe. And the wage
earners, it is reported, are learning
from it all that goods shipped abroad
sre goods which labor has produced
but i8 not permitted to eomsume. In
“‘normal’’ times this process works
smoothly enough; the workers being
gontented with their ““living wago™’
and not earing what beeomes of tha
surplus, But the workers of Europe
have emerged from the war with a
new interest in their work and. what
it is for.

Last summer the Ameriean railway-
men postponed their wage demands
whon the president gave a solemn pro-
mise that the government would leave
nothing undone to bring down the cost
of living. If they have heen gxertod,
all the powors of the government
have proved useless at that task.
The masses know now. that political
promises do not lower tho cost of
living, The old arguments are all shat-
terod by the facls.
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A Challenge Ho Won't Accept

LONDON — George Lansbury, editor
of TheLondon Herald, now im Moscow,
Iast weelo wirelessed a eahllengo to
Premier Tiloyd George, to coms to
Moseow and join in his conference
with: Tenine,
““You are making the mistake of
vour life in your estimate of the

roviet leaders,’ Lansbury told tle
premier,

“I begr of yon to come here to
Moseow and join in eonference with
Lenine. I am sore your eyes would bo
opened as soon as yon ecrossed the
frontier. The soviet leaders are firat
rate, clear headed, honest, and humano,
It i# to the interest of England and
to the world to make peace with them
without delay.’’

The London Herald contains Lans:
bury's challenge to Lloyd George and
algo gives an account of an interview
Lansbury has had with Secretary Mol
ninhangky, of the Federation of Huns.
siun Trade Unions, with the soviet

‘government,

““TThe Rusgian trade unions’’ said
the socretary, “‘are an integral part of
the doviet organization. Their form
in effect is that of ono big union with
many sections very similar-to the Brit
igh coneeption of Industrial uniona,

'Pheir chief fouction has heen to
orgunize the supply and distribution
of Jabor and to econtrol work shop
organization, Their formation of in:
dustrial armies is in 0o sonse mili-
turistie, Tlioy are result of the desire
of the radk and file themselves who
eheerfully have vealized that such ae
organization js the only way under

| eonditions that have obtained to re-

atore Ruesin ecomomically,”’
Lansbury added with emphasis that

the Rolshevieki have nothing what
ever to hide. Thoy -understand their
mistalies and openly acknowlodgo thoir
failurcn, he waid ‘‘they kuow that
their friends will nnderstand the ob-

REED" ANSWERED

Bhipped to Norway, Then Turned
Stowaway.

WASHINGTON, D. C, Feb, 28—
John Reed friend of Lenin and Trotz
ky, who is under indictment in Chicago
for alleged conspirucy te overthrow
the United Stufes government arrived
in soviet Russin by way of Finland last
December, it is learned. Since his in-
dictment last month federa! snd I
nois state agents have been searching
for Reed all cver the United States.

On being toll ¢f Reed’s presence in
Russia — it is not known yot whether
he has left there—the state department
was interested to learn the channel
through which he obtained a passport.
1he department is informed that he
shipped as a sailor from an American
port to Norway. From. there ho traveled
on foot to Stockholm. Thery he stowed
bimself away, or was stowed away,
on a vessel about to sail for Helsing-
fors.

Narrowly Escapes Arrest.

Reed narrowly escaped warrest in
Helsingfors, but, but disguising him-
selfl as a Russian peasant, he crossed
the frontier into Russin, He was re-
ceived_in Moscow as the official en-
voy of the Ameriean Communist Labor
party. As such he attended the moet.
ings of the third intornntionale and
made n speeeh at the all-Russinn soviot
convention in the middle of December.

In Mogeow Reed lived at the Krem:
lin as the guest of the people's com:
missnires,

ilo was ‘n conslant communication
with Lenin and Trotzky it is stated,
and visited the Red army at the fromt,
Reed was in Moseow until tho middle
of Jannary, Of that the state de-

partmant ib quite certain, Hiv recaption

in Russin was the warmer bosauso two
years ago Trotzky appointed him bol-

QUERY OF “WRERE IS JOHN

AGAINST RUSSIAN BLOCKADE

An Appeal of the Checho-Slovak Socia)
Democratic Women to the Women of
All Nations,

Prague, December 24th
™ Women! The Russian Soviet Republic
is oppressed with hunger and distress.
Exhansted by the world war, distracted
with inner ronflicts, cut off by the
rigil Entente blockade, the millions
in Russia are suffering misery and hor-
ror. Mothers become insang when they
look at their hulf-dead children; men
in the desperate effort of saving
their clildren find themselves tempted
to commit erimes — and the children,
strugk by the blighting frost die like
n young, tender erop.

The hlockade, the wilful sturvation
of Russia, whieh iz a terrible crime
equal to that of war in its effects,
i8 being perpetruted agninet millions
of innocent men, women and children,
A race with a high eultural mission, a
people that has presented to us the
most mngﬂiﬂnnu{ literature in the
world, the greatest thinkers, the most
gelf-sacrificing. heroes of progress, Wo
mon! Call upon the conscience of your
Governments, of your representatives
in Parliament, of your labor leadery,
demand the lifting of the hlockade
agaivst Russial Raise your voices for
the protection of weeping mothers,
dying children, men in despair, Pro-
tost against the blockade in the name
of humanity!

You American, Unglish, French and
Daniah  women, should demand the
opening of the boundariea and the send:
ing of foodstuffs to Russin, which
will also be dono by the women of tho
Slavie nations, who have lived through
the blockade of the world war and
who know nll its terrors, Citizens!
Women! Show that yon can unite a
love aud nndestanding of human mis-
ety with an abhorrence for violence,
and devole your powers to the strug-

feel Americs no longer is a safe place

Jafled Agitators More True to Flag
Than Men Who Rald Them,

Miss Jane Addams of Hull House,
speaking yosterday afternoon in Reeital
Hall at the Auditorium Theater, (Chi-
eago, Feb, 22) brandad the activities
o' the federil government in the sup-
préssion. and deportation of foreign-
Lorn radiesls as a form of int)leranes,
She ealled the reds in jail and under
suspicion wmore  Ameriean in  their
hpgie idei's aod  thought than the
agents of the government which is
sending thew to banishment.

These Socialists, Communists, mon-
hers of the I. W. W. or whatever
thev may he, she said, are being per-
soouted for no other reason than that
they represent the voice of the ma
iority of the people and the consti-
tutional right of free speech, free
thought and free press,

Buffrage Leaders Speak.

Miss Addams, Mrs, Carris Chapman
Catt, Miss Grace Abhott and other
suffrage leaders spoke to more than
300 men and women as a part of the
program of a school of political ed-
ueation being condueted during the
convention of the National American
Suffrage Assoeiaition,

““This wholesale and so-ealled de-
portation pof radical thinking and
speaking peoples is very disconeerting
to those working for the Amerisuniza-
tion of mlien-born ecitizens,’’ said Miss
Addams, ‘‘Tt ia significant that sinea
the ro-called red raids began more than
1,500,000 aliens have applied for pass-
ports baek to their native lands. They

to live,
Trying to Deport Party.
“*Hundreds of poor laboring men
and women are being thrown into
jails and police stations because of
their political heliefs. In fact, an
attempt is being made to deport an
ontire political party.
+These men amd women, who in
ma _mgeeln are more American in
s than the agents of the govemn-
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e thrust into ecells so or

eannot lie down, T k.nimr of one batch
of radicals, thirty-two ‘in all, who faced
this situation in an American jail
They were huddled together like rats
and treated as eriminals beenuse of
their politica! opinions.

sea ! It is the right of free spiech
anil free thought; nothing more than
is gvaranteed to them under (he
Constitution of the United States,
but repudiated because of the war.
Dangerous Bituation,

‘It is a dangerous situation we faco
at the present time, with the rule of
the few overcoming the wvoice of the
muny, It is doubly dangerous becanse
we ore trying to suppress something
upon which our very comtry wns
founded—liberty.

““The government i ptpr.wlhg on
the theory that becanse these thinking
aliens demand un end of class struggle
and equal rights for all they are
plotting to overthrow the United
Btates. So it was said of suffrage years
ago. Anything that is radically new
to the estublished order of things is
rovolution in the eyes of many,

‘“Bnt, T tell yon, thede radicals sim-
ply are struggling for equal rights;
to down the spirit of intolerance which
has eropt into our government,

*They are proceeding as they are
gimply becanse in mo other way ecan
they pain attention,

Speech a Safety Valve,
“The eure for the apirit of unrest
thir country is coneillation and
edneation—not hysteria. Free speech Is
the greatest safoty valve of onr United
Btates. Let us give these people »
chance to explain their beliefs and de-
sires, Let us end this suppression and
spirit of intolerance which is making

of America another auntoeracy.’’

Cprrie  Chapman Catt was almost
equally vehement in denounciation of
what she termed the attempt of the
federal government to curb free speech
and free thought.

It all the talk—eoven the pro-
German talk—had been out in the opea
before and during the war, we would
have had s chance to answer in the
open ard so clear away misandestand-
ing,'’ said the suffrage leader., ‘*As
is danger we may

in
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‘“Becanso of the po corruption
in the United States—corruption whish
began fifty years ago, and included
the buying and selling of votes—we
have tome to a form of government
that is not of a c¢lasa or classes but a

teath v "

fAnd what is it these radicals

rule of the few.''

Talk with Lenin’s Chief Lisutenaat.
I had a long conversation to-day
with Radek, formerly the Russian So-
wiet '‘ambassador’’ here, upon the
‘“Red menace to Indin.’’ Radek, one
of TLenin’s chief lieutenants, is in
regular communication with Moseow
and entitled to speak with authority.

““Press engineered’’ was his com-
ment on the Red menace agitation,
vet he added that it contained a
mixture of ftruth in its untruth. Ra-
dek’s knowledge of world affairs is
almost a legend in Russia, and he
ghowed what a great measure of truth
the Jegend possesses as  he rupidly
passed his finger over the map of
Asin and in quick dentenees Zuseribed
the local situations. The Eastern world
ia in a state of ferment, but Soviet
Russia, he affirme, i not responsible
for the unrest, which is due partly
to historienl remsoms, partly to ‘‘En-
tente Tmperialism,”’ and partly to the
effort of the world-war, Thus, throogh-
out the Far East prices have riven
proportionately higher than in Enropo

Radek, mentioning other canses of
trouhle, said that Semenoff’s Cossacks
in Mongolia were assisting the Man-
daring againet the famishing popula
tinn. There wns a popmlar movement
in . Porsin directed aguinst foreign
domination. Of late a peasant land
movement hae arisen in  Anatolia, {o
which the "Young Turks were dom-
pulsorily adapting themselves.  The
Middle East, he added, was disturbed
Ly British Admaralty designs on . the.
oilflelds withiz the streteh indieated
by Bagdad1Khanikin-Baku,

Bolshevik Policy in the East

tions by arms, or their exploitation in
the interests of capitalism. Neither
motive applies to Soviet Russia. Our
aggressiveness is merely & newspapor
invention. On the contrary, our one
desire is for peace. Russia is rmined
by lack of transpor

‘But what of the invasion of In
dia hy propaganda?’’ 1 asked.

““The Russian Government conducts
ro sneh propaganda,’ answered Ra-
dek, “On the contrary, it is prepared
io give to any country that establish-
ed peaceful relutions all conceivable
guarantees. Of course, the march of
ideas eannot be arrested, but we are
ready to pgive guarantees that we
ghall nse neither money nor agents, di-
reet or indireet, for the comdnet of
propaganda in India or elsewhere iw
the British Eampire. We have foo great
need for peace with England to hag-
gle. We are nnder no illusions, Britlsh
[mperislism is not merely a eapital-
ist intrigue; bnt is rooted in the puy-
chology of the masses. The British dom-
ination of India and Ireland is pop-
ular. If we desire the English masscs
to hecome Socialist we ennnot 'do any-
thing from outside, Salyation must
come to the English proletarinns and
oppressed peoples of the Empire from.

Continued on page 4th.
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